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ECCLESIASTES  VII.  1. 

4.  GOOD  NAME  IS  BETTER  THAN  PRECIOUS  OIl^T- 
MENT,  AND  THE  DAY  OF  DEATH  THAN  THE; 
DAY    OF    one's    BIRTH. 

'HEcha.c.rof„^isHschoioeste.tMytrea. 
lire.  Nothing  is  more  essential  to  his  acquirement  of 
honor  and  interest,  and  his  establishment  in  happiness 
and  peace.  Influenped  by  this  truth,  the  basest  may 
not  be  wholly  lost  to  a  sense  and  desire  of  the  good 
opinion  of  the  world.  Whatever  may  be  their  pecu- 
liar vices  or  infirmities,  they  are  anxious  to  apologize 
or  explain  them  away,  lest  they  should  bring  upon 
them  that  stain  and  dishonor,  which  would  sini^  them 
in  the  esteem  and  affections  of  mankind. 

However  degenerate  and  base  human  nature  may 
have  grown,  there  still  appears  to  remain  some  capac- 
ity to  discern  and  some  disposition  to  discriminate 
between  virtue  and  vice  j  with  pleasure  to  approve, 
or  with  abhorrence  to  reject  a  character,  as  it  appears 
to  be  under  the  governing  influence  of  the  one  or  the 
ptiier.    ^ut  such  js  the  blindness  and  corruption  of  the 


world,  that  the  hne  is  not  ahvays  correctly  drawn,  wtiich 
marks  the  distinction  between  the  good  and  the  bad. 
Mankind  are  in  general  disposed  to  form  their  opinions, 
and  to  judge  of  the  reputation  of  others,  more  as  they 
conform  to  their  own  standard,  or  are  coincident  with 
their  own  feelings,  than  as  they  are  agreeable  to  truth 
and  the  Holy  Scriptures.  In  the  world  there  are  fash- 
ionable vices,  which,  with  some,  exalt  rather  than  in- 
jure the  character  of  men.  The  profane  and  the  licen- 
tious are,  in  some  places,  caressed  by  the  rich  and  the 
great ;  and  their  pride,  revenge  and  criminal  excesses, 
not  allowed  to  affect  their  reputation.  Those  hum- 
ble, pure  and  peaceful  virtues  of  meekness,  patience, 
forbearance,  forgiveness  and  charity,  are,  with  them, 
considered  as  evidences  of  a  weak,  rather  than  a  no- 
ble mind.  These  things  create  a  wide  distinction  be- 
tween a  worldly  and  a  religious  character.  Men 
may  be  wholly  destitute  of  religious  principles  and 
aifections,  yet  possessed  of  worldly  reputation,  ac- 
quired by  birth,  by  wealth,  by  courage,  by  talents, 
or  by  some  external  circumstances,  which,  in  the 
eyes  of  sensual  men,  glitter  to  delude,  and  incline 
them  falsely  to  admire  and  praise.  Worldly  respect 
and  fame  are  b}'  these,  more  industriously  sought,  than 
the  approbation  of  their  own  hearts,  and  the  plaudits 
of  their  Judge  ;  they  love  the  praise  of  men  more  than 
the  praise  of  God.  That  good  name,  which  is  better 
than  precious  ointment,  belongs  not  to  them,  nor  will 
the  day  of  their  death  be  better  to  them,  than  the  day 
of  their  birth. 

Our  text  directs  us  to  a  character,  not  of  external 
splendor,'  but  of  intrinsic  goodness ;    not  such  as  a 


tJioiightless,  sensual  world  admires,  but  such  as  relig- 
ion, and  as  God  approve.  A  character  like  this  may 
pertinently  be  drawn  on  the  present  occasion,  and  its 
observance  enforced  by  the  amiable  example  before 
our  eyes.     With  this  view^  I  shall  consider, 

I.  "What,  in  a  religious  sense,  coiistitutes  a  good 
name. 

II.  The  advantages  of  such  a  name  as  we  pass 
through  life  ;  It  is  better  than  precious  ointment. 

III.  The  comfort  it  gives  at  the  conclusion ;  the 
day  of  one''s  death  is  better  than  the  day  of  his  birth. 

I  am  1st  to  consider  what,  in  a  religious  sense, 
constitutes  a  good  name. 

It  is  happy  for  mankind,  that  a  religious  character 
depends  not  on  any  thing  fortuitous,  and  is  affected  by 
no  external  circumstance  or  condition.  It  is  not  tlie 
peculiar  property  of  the  rich  more  than  of  the  poor,  of 
the  learned  more  than  the  unlearned.  It  may  be  found 
in  the  field  as  in  the  palace,  in  the  cottage  as  on  the 
throne,  and  cultivated  with  as  much  success  in  the 
lowest  occupations,  as  in  the  most  honorable  employ- 
ments. 

In  countries,  and  among  people  where  the  form  of 
religion  is  rarely  observed,  and  where  vice,  in  ail  its 
deformity,  is  practised,  the  opportunity  may  be  more 
unfavorable  to  acquire  and  to  preserve  a  good  name 
in  the  sight  of  God  ;  but  the  greater  the  trial,  if  we 
dare  stand  forth  single  in  the  cause  of  our  Master, 
while  opposed  by  a  surrounding  world,  the  higher  we 
shall  be  held  in  the  divine  estimation,  and  the  greater 


will  be  our  final  recompense.  Were  it  not  for  trials, 
which  disclose  them,  our  characters  could  not  so  well 
be  proved  and  perfected.  The  passive  virtues  of 
meekness  and  humility,  patience,  forbearance  and  for- 
giveness, are  needful  to  form  the  Christian  character, 
and  are  manifested  by  trials  and  temptations.  Still 
we  would  wish  for  the  more  eligible  situation  in  the 
company  of  good  men,  to  cultivate  the  temper  and 
to  practise  the  duties  of  the  Christian  life.  "  Go  not 
in  the  way  of  evil  men,  lest  thou  learn  their  ways,  and 
get  a  snare  to  thy  soul."  In  every  relation  to  be 
faithful,  in  every  condition  to  be  contented,  under  ev- 
ery trial  to  remain  unshaken,  and  under  every  evil  to 
be  patient  and  resigned,  in  the  full  belief  that  God  or- 
dains, and  that  Clirist  has  promised  his  grace  to  par- 
don, to  assist,  to  comfort  and  reward  for  his  own  sake, 
these  are  what  constitute  the  good  name  of  the  hum- 
ble Christian. 

To  obtain  a  good  name,  we  are  then  in  every  ref- 
lation to  be  faithful,  most  faithful  to  Him,  to  whom  we 
are  the  nearest  related,  and  the  most  indebted.  The 
good  man  considers,  his  highest  duty  he  owes  to 
God.  To  him  he  gives  the  gratitude  of  all  his  heart, 
and  the  obedience  of  his  whole  life.  Disrespected 
and  neglected  may  be  majiy  of  the  pious  duties  of  the 
Christian  by  a  sinful  world,  yet  he  neglects  not  his 
humble  acknowledgments  before  God  each  day^ 
With  admiration  he  meditates  on  his  perfections, 
with  humility  confesses  his  sins,  with  gratitude 
seeks  and  receives  his  mercies,  and  renders,  in  return, 
from  the  liveliest  emotions  of  his  heart,  his  sincere 
praise.     The  character  of  God  is  ever  before  liis  e^es, 


his  holy  precepts  are  deeply  engraven  on  his  heart, 
and  it  is  his  meat  and  drink  to  do  his  holy  will.  To 
him  he  resorts  in  prosperity  to  testify  his  gratitude, 
in  adversity  to  humble  himself  before  him,  in  trial  to 
seek  his  kind  assistance,  in  affliction  to  obtain  the 
comforts  of  his  Spirit,  in  darkness  to  have  his  doubts 
resolved,  in  dangers  to  have  his  fears  dispelled,  and 
amidst  all  the  changes  of  his  Ufe  to  obtain  his  celestial 
guidance  and  direction.  He  esteems  the  favor  of 
God  as  life,  and  his  loving  kindness  as  better  than 
life.  He  acknowledges,  when  prosperous,  that  eve^ 
ry  good  and  perfect  gift  cometh  down  from  the  Fa- 
ther of  lights ;  when  calamities  overtake  him,  that 
they  are  for  the  trial  of  his  faith  and  patience;  ^vhen 
riches  take  their  flight,  that  his  heavenly  Father  calls  him 
to  seek  a  better  treasure  in  the  heavens  ;  when  world- 
ly pleasures  fade,  to  seek  for  purer  enjoyments,  which 
flow  from  God's  right  hand ;  and  when  an  earthly 
friend  is  called  away,  and  some  tender,  social  tie  is 
broken,  to  seek  the  friendship  of  God,  and  a  holy 
union  with  Christ,  which  death  cannot  dissolve.  He 
whom  he  supremely  loves,  and  cheerfully  obeys  in 
life,  he  trusts  for  support  and  hope  in  the  hour  of  na- 
ture's dissolution,  that  his  rod  and  staff  shall  comfort 
him,  and  when  flesh  and  heart  shall  fail  him,  that  he 
will  be  the  strength  of  his  heart,  and  his  portion  for- 
ever. 

While,  to  obtain  a  character  worthy  of  the  child  of 
Grod,  the  true  Christian  delights  to  respect  his  name 
and  obey  his  pious  precepts,  he  is  pleased  to  contem- 
plate the  work  of  his  hands,  and  to  cherish  a  love  for 
^c  creatures  he  has  made-    He  sees  around  him  his 
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brethren  of  mankind  formed  in  the  image  of  God,  and 
placed  in  various  relations  and  circumstances  in  life, 
with  a  view  to  excite  his  compassionate  notice,  and 
to  call  forth  his  charitable  exertions  to  befriend  and 
bless  them.  In  liis  intercourse  with  the  world,  he  is 
just  and  upright ;  to  the  indigent  he  is  kind  and  char- 
itable ;  to  the  afflicted  he  is  a  sympathizing  friend ; 
to  the  ignorant  he  gives  his  faithful  counsels,  and  to 
the  vicious  his  gentle,  but  severe  reproofs.  In  these 
arduous  exertions,  although  he  meets  with  ungrateful 
returns,  yet  more  desirous  to  deserve  than  to  acquire 
a  good  name,  and  more  anxious  for  the  approbation 
of  God,  than  the  favor  of  men,  in  the  tenderness  of 
his  heart  he  endeavors  to  repay  evil  with  good. 
Conforming  to  the  example  of  Christ,  he  is  forbear- 
ing under  provocation,  meek  under  injury,  patient  un- 
der suffering,  and  resigned  to  every  thing  he  is  called 
to  bear.  Endeavoring  as  much  as  in  him  lies  to 
live  peaceably  with  all  men,  he  seeks  for  reconciliation 
and  not  revenge,  and  prays  for  the  pardon  rather  than 
tlie  punishment  of  those,  who  would  do  him  wrong. 
His  heait  is  the  fountain  of  benevolence ;  on  his 
tongue  ever  dwells  the  law  of  kindness,  and  from  his 
hands  flow  the  bounties  of  indulQ:ent  Heaven  for  the 
relief  of  suffering  humanity.  While  thus  upright  and 
kind  in  the  faithful  fulfilment  of  every  social  duty,  he 
lives  in  the  sober  improvement  of  his  talents  and  ad- 
vantages. He  uses  the  world,  but  does  not  abuse  it. 
He  is  rational  in  his  desires,  moderate  in  his  pursuits, 
and  temperate  in  his  indulgences.  He  seeks  from 
the  world,  not  pleasure  but  support,  and  delights  in 
conferring  more  than  in  recei^'ing  llu'or,  remember- 
ing the  w  ords  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  It  is  more  blessed  to 
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give  than  to  receive.     Yet  no  one  is  more  conscious  of 
his  own  imperfections.     Subject  to  hke  passions,  and 
exposed  to  like  temptations  with  other  men,  through 
the  weakness  of  his  nature  he  may  be  led  to  err  ;  but 
passions  soon  subside,   reason  soon  resumes  her  of- 
fice, a  tender  conscience  is  awakened  by  some  serious 
monition,  humbly  he  confesses,  I  have  sinned  against 
the  Lord,  and  with  tears  of  penitence  he  cries,  I  have 
borne  chastisement,  I  will  offend  no  more.     His  fu- 
ture holy,   upright,  charitable  life,  proves  his  profes- 
sions sincere.     Conscious  of  his  ill  deserts,  he  re- 
ceives every  favour  as  above  his  merits,  and  endureth 
every  evil  as  beneath  his  deserts.     He  is  therefore  in 
every  state  content,  and  under  every  evil  patient  and 
resigned:     Although  from  this  lowly,  peaceful,  unas- 
suming conduct  he  acquires  not  a  wide  spread  fame, 
yet  from  good  men,  who  are  witness  to  his  virtues 
and  ai'e  profited  by  his  charities,  he  obtains  that  good 
name,  which  is  better  than  precious  ointment, .  and 
more  durable  than  all  the  honors,  which  flow  from 
birth  or  conquest.     Knowing  himself  still  imperfect, 
although  sincere  and  affectionate  in  duty,  he  feels  his 
absolute  need  of  a  Saviour  to  purify,  to  pardon,  to 
help  and  to  conduct  him,  by  his  grace,  through  this 
state  of  trial,  of  infirmity,  and  suffering,  to  fit  him  for, 
and  bring  him  to  the  enjoyment  of  his  heavenly  king-  • 
dom.     On  him  he  therefore  fondly  leans,  knowing, 
that  no  good  name,  acquired  of  himself,  without  the 
name  of  Christ,  could  recommend  him  to  the  notice 
and  the  favour  of  his  God.     In  faith  and  with  affec- 
tion he  embraces  Christ,  takes  up  his  cross  and  fol- 
lows him,  accounting  ail  things  but  loss  that  he   may 
B 
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win  him.  By  precept  and  example  he  declai-es  to 
the  world,  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel  of  Christ. 
The  temper  he  enjoins  warms  and  animates  his  heart, 
the  precepts  he  commands  regulate  his  life  and  con- 
versation, and  the  amiable  example  he  has  set  before 
him  is  the  pattern  for  his  humble  imitation.  To  his 
grace  he  trusts  for  guidance  through  the  changes  of 
his  life,  and  to  his  Spirit  for  support  and  comfort  in  a 
dying  hour.  I  know,  he  says,  in  whom  I  have  be- 
lieved, and  tliat  he  is  able  to  keep  what  I  have  com- 
mitted to  him  to  the  last.  *'  O  death,  where  is  thy 
sting !  O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory  I  thanks  be  to 
God,  who  giveth  me  the  victory  through  Jesus  Christ 
my  Lord."  This  is  a  character  worthy  of  the  Chris- 
tian name. — I  proceed  to  consider, 

II.  The  advantages  of  such  a  name  in  life.  It 
is  better  than  precious  ointment.  Man,  hoM'^ever  sin- 
ful, cannot  prevent  a  secret  kind  of  reverence  for  one 
who  bears  a  pious  and  religious  character.  More 
readily  he  confides  in  his  opinion,  and  trusts  to  his 
integrity,  contemplating  his  disinterested  benevolence, 
which  no  ingratitude  could  quench,  his  ardent  chari- 
ty, which  no  unkind  returns  could  prevent;  al- 
though unasked  conferring  favors,  and  although  op- 
pressed with  evil,  bearing  it  with  patience,  he  is  con- 
strained not  only  to  approve,  but  to  commend.  In 
the  secret  comparison  of  characters,  he  shrinks  under 
the  consciousness  of  his  own  inferiority,  and  with  the 
sinful  prophet  Balaam,  cries.  Let  me  die  the  death  of 
the  righteous,  and  let  my  last  end  be  like  his.  Who 
will  not  approve  of  confidence  and  love  unbounded  to 
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iie  best  of  beings  ?  Who  will  not  commend  that  in- 
tegrity,  which  no   trials   can  shake  ;    that   diffusive 
charity,  which  embraces  with  a  lively  affection  the 
characters,  the  interests,  and  tlie  happiness  of  all  aromid 
him  ?  It  is  possible  the  sincere  Christian  ma;^  walk 
too  low  and  peacefully  through  life,-especially  inmore 
humble  stations,  for  public  observation ;  or  like  his 
blessed  Master  he  may  live  with  those,  who  are  too 
unfeeling  and  corrupt  to  remember  his  labors  of  love 
among  them.     With  these,  he  may  fail  to  acquire 
that  good  name,  which  secures  their  friendship,  their 
confidence  and  favor.     Yet  as  he  seeks  not  the  fa- 
yoY  w^hich  cometh  from  men,  but  that  which  com- 
€th  from  God,  he  still  considers  the  character  of  the 
pious  man  most  precious.,  securing  that  confidence  in 
God  and  that  hope  in  Christ,  which  sweeten  tlie  cup 
.of  prosperity  and  allay  the  bitterness  of  affliction ; 
which  give  him  strength  in  trial  and  support  in  the 
distressing  moments  of  his  death. 

As  this  last  enemy  of  man  generally  disarms  the  sin- 
ner of  his  envy  and  malice  against  the  more  deserving, 
so  after  death  the  memory  of  tlie  just  shall  be  bles- 
sed, and  those,  who  have  been  witnesses  of  their  be- 
nevolence and  partakers  of  their  hospitality,  sliall  rise 
up  and  call  them  blessed.  But  admitting  the  good 
man  here  loses  this  reward,  yet  how  delightful  is  this 
reflection  within  his  own  breast,  that  he  has  not  lived 
to  himself,  but  to  the  Lord,  with  earnest  desires  to 
glorify  his  name,  to  obey  his  will,  to  bear  with,  to 
forgive,  to  befriend  his  fellow  men,  and  with  patience 
to  sustain  the  burthens  of  his  life';  persuaded  of  the 
excellency  of  the  faith  of  Christy  that  in  him  he  has 
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sought  that  better  part,  which  canPxOt  be  taken  from 
him.     Compared  with  the  good  name,  pertaining  to 
the  Cliristian,  which  introduces  him  to  the  superior 
honors  and  pys  of  the  blessed,  what  are  all  the  hon- 
ors, the  riches,  or  the  pleasures  of  the  Avorld  !    What 
are  crowns  and  sceptres  to  the  dying   man,   when 
kings  and  slaves  in  death  have  equal  thrones  !  What 
are  all  the  riches  of  the  East  to  him,  who  returneth 
naked  to  his  mother  earth  !  He  brought  nothing  into 
the  world,  he  can  carry  nothing  out,  and  can  give 
nothing  in  exchange  for  his  soul,  now  perishing  by 
his  own  neglect.     What  are  all  the  precious  oint- 
ments, or  those  fragrant  enjoyments,  which  here  re- 
gale the  senses,  to  him  whose  senses  fail  in  death, 
who  becomes  a  loathsome  mass  of  putrefaction  in  the 
grave,  and  can  have  no  hope  of  the  purer  pleasures, 
which  flow  from  God's  right  hand  forevermore  !  But 
the  righteous  hath  hope  in  his  death,  and  though  he 
may  here  be  denied  that  due  respect,  which  his  pious, 
amiable  and  useful  life  may  merit,  yet  God  is  his  wit- 
ness ;  his  prayers  and  his  alms  ascend  up  for  a  con- 
stant memorial  before  him,  establishing  for  him  that 
good  name,  M^hich  death  cannot  obliterate,  because  it 
is  written  in  tiie  Lamb's  book  of  life. — I  proceed  to 
observe, 

HI.  That  the  hope  and  comfort,  such  a  character 
affords  the  Christian,  render  the  day  of  his  death  bet- 
ter than  the  day  of  his  birth.  To  sinful  men  it  may 
at  first  seem  strange,  that  the  departure  of  the  right- 
eous from  tliis  avorld  can  be  considered  as  more  eligi- 
ble than  their  entrance  into  it. 
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In  the  comparative  survey  of  both  worlds  "".ve  shall 
cease  to  wonder.  In  this  life  we  are  born  to  many 
trials,  M'hich,  through  the  frailty  and  disorder  of  our 
natures,  are  liable  to  overcome  us  ;  hence  many  hours 
of  pain,  of  sorrow  and  repentance  must  succeed ;  but 
after  death  all  these  trials  end||  there  the  wicked  cease 
from  troubling  and  there  the^eary  are  at  rest  ;  there 
no  more  snares  shall  be  laid  to  betrat^,  nor  tempta- 
tions to  allure,  nor  difficulties  to  oppress  and  render 
painful  our  Christian  course.  Our  warfare  shall  be 
accomplished,  our  iniquities  be  pardoned,  and  our 
souls,  purified  through  grace,  shall  be  received  to  the 
enjoyment  of  a  glorious  reward.  Here  we  meet  with 
many  things  to  shake  our  faith,  and  many  evils  to  ex- 
ercise our  patience  ;  there,  if  we  have  patiently  en- 
dured unto  the  end,  we  shall  be  saved.  Here  our 
enjoyments  are  uncertain  and  dissatisfying,  our  hopes 
often  cut  off  and  our  prospects  blasted;  there  we 
shall  find  nothing  uncertain,  nor  dissatisfying,  nothing 
subject  to  decay  or  liable  to  disappoint  us.  Our 
pleasures  shall  be  as  certain  as  our  existence,  pure  as 
the  fountain  from  whence  they  spring,  lasting  and  un- 
changeable as  their  great  Author.  In  the  presence  of 
God,  there  is  fulness  of  joy,  and  from  his  right  hand 
flow  rivers  of  pleasure  forevermore.  Here  we  are 
subject  to  the  society  of  sinful  men,  where  friends 
betray  and  foes  oppress  to  disturb  our  peace ;  there 
we  shall  enjoy  no  society  but  that  of  pure  and  holy 
beings,  who  make  each  other's  happiness  their  own. 
Here  repeated  offences  oblige  us  anew  each  day  to 
repent  and  humbly  to  confess  our  sins  to  God,  im- 
ploring his  forgiveness ;  there  sin  shall  no  longer 
have  dominion  over  us.     Beins:  exalted  to  the  throne 
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of  God,  our  prayers  shall  be  converted  into  praise. 
Here,  as  we  feel  ourselves  unworthy,  doubts  and  fears 
arise  ;  there  every  doubt  shall  be  resolved  and  every 
fear  removed,  by  the  blissful  presence  of  our  dear  Re- 
deemer. Here  we  see  as  but  through  a  glass  dark- 
ly ;  there  we  shall  see  face  to  face.  Here  we  know 
and  enjoy  but  in  part ;  mere  we  shall  know  even  as 
we  are  known,  and  enjoy  those  pleasures,  which,  at 
present,  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  the 
heart  of  man  conceived.  Here  we  are  in  constant 
fear  of  death,  the  king  of  terrors  ;  there  the  sting  of 
death  shall  be  removed  from  those,  who  have  obtain- 
ed the  victory  over  it  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord* 
**I  heard  a  great  voice  from  heaven  saying  unto  me, 
Write,  from  henceforth,  blessed  are  the  dead,  who 
die  in  the  Lord  ;  yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  for  they  rest 
from  their  labors,  and  their  works  do  follow  them." 
Such  are  the  advantages  of  a  futiu-e  above  the 
present  life.  With  the  righteous  the  day  of  their 
death  must  then  be  better  than  their  birth ;  for  when 
absent  from  the  body,  with  all  its  iiifirmities  and 
Qares,  they  shall  be  ever  present  with  the  Lord  to  en, 
joy  unmingled  happiness. 

May  not  these  hopes  afxbrd  support  to  the  afflicted 
concerning  our  departed  friend,  to  whose  remains  we 
now  are  paying  oiu'  last  respects,  and  to  Mhich  we  ai'e 
soon  to  shew  our  last  kind  olliccs,  in  committing  them 
to  the  silent  gra^e  ? 

This  may  be  determined  from  considering  how  far 
she  deserved  that  good  name,  which  has  been  describ- 
ed; which,  better  than  precious  ointment,  may  embalm 
her  memory.     Permit  me  to  inquire,  and  if  she  v.  ere 
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the  child  of  God,  the  behever  and  the  fiiend  of 
Christ,  let  no  principle  of  envy  be  suffered,  for  a  mo- 
ment, to  awake  in  the  bosom,  leading  any  one  to  mis- 
construe, into  vain  applause,  what  is  only  meant  a  just 
and  humble  tribute  to  departed  worth. 

To  characterize  a  person,  it  is  useless  to  retrace  his 
ancestry,  for  good  men  often  spring  from  humble 
birth,  and  bad  men  perhaps  as  often  descend  from 
the  higher  ranks  of  life.  The  only  inquiry  is,  was 
the  friend  we  moan  the  friend  of  God,  and  follower 
of  Christ  ?  Did  she  revere  the  name,  the  institutions, 
and  the  worship  of  the  Almighty  ?  Did  she  put  her 
trust  in  him  through  faith  in  the  Redeemer,  submit  to 
be  governed  by  his  will,  and  patiently  endure  what  his 
hand  imposed  ?  With  a  conscious  sense  of  her  abso- 
lute dependence  and  great  unworthiness,  did  she  walk 
humbly  before  God  ;  and,  in  the  full  persuasion  of  her 
need  of  a  Saviour,  did  she  with  affection  embrace  the 
cross  of  Christ  ?  With  the  pious  and  benevolent,  it 
will  be  a  pleasure  to  hear  that  all  within  the  circle  of 
her  knowledge  and  acquaintance  were  possessed  with 
the  idea,  that  the  love  and  reverence  of  God  reigned 
supreme  within  her  heart,  and  that  his  fear  was  con- 
stantly before  her  eyes ;  that  it  was  her  great  desire 
and  aim  to  render  herself  approved  unto  him,  to  yield 
a  filial  obedience  to  his  precepts,  and  a  patient  sub- 
mission to  sufferings.  Regularly  and  cheerfully  she 
appeared  to  wait  upon  the  Lord  as  far  as  human  infir-* 
mity  would  admit,  and  although  great,  severe  and  va- 
rious M'ere  her  trials  in  life,  yet  no  one  we  trust  can 
say  they  ever  heard  from  her  a  distrustful  or  a  mur- 
muring word.     Patience  and  submission  under  the 
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hardest  trials,  appeared  to  be  the  distinguished  orna- 
ments of  her  character,  which  seemed  to  flow  from 
that  unaffected  humihty,  which  was  produced  from  a 
consciousness  of  her  own  unworthiness.    This  may  ac- 
count for  that  fear  of  death  which  through  Hfe  strongly 
impressed  her  mind.     With  a  temper  ever  meek, 
humble  and  unassuming,  she  was  fearful  and  distrust- 
ful of  herself,  lest  she  might  not  be  so  sincere,   so  af- 
fectionately  and  entirely  devoted  to  the  service  of  her 
Lord,  as  was  required  of  her.     This  fear  must  cer- 
t?dnly,  at  times,  affect  the  mind  of  every  serious  Chris- 
tian.    To  her  attendant,  she  observed,  while  strongly 
impressed   with  the   solemn   concerns  of  the   soul, 
"  Should  I  be  mistaken  in  myself,  alas  !  how  fatal 
would  be  this  mistake!"     Yet  she  has  given  us  full 
proof  of  her  faith  and  Christian  resignation  on  a  dying 
bed.     Her  reply  to  an  inquiring  friend  was  this  :    "  I 
am  willing  to  live,  or  willing  to  die,  as  may  be  the 
will  of  God."     While  ever  humble  in  her  own  es- 
teem, and  fearful  of  herself,   she  ever  exercised  that 
charity  for  others,  which  gained  the  love  and  friend- 
ship of  all  around  her.     Tenderly  regarding  the  inter- 
est, the  peace  and  reputation  of  her  neighbor,   she 
was  an  enemy  to  slander  and  detraction,  to  severe  or 
unkind  treatment.     More  pleased  to  forgive  than  cen- 
sure,   her   chai'ity   covered   a   multitude   of    faults. 
Faithful  to  her  friends,  kind  to  the  indigent,  compas- 
sionate to  the  afflicted,  prudent  in  the  use,  and  tem- 
perate in  the  enjoyment  of  the  world,   she  passed 
through  life  filling  up  her  scverOfl  stations  with  a  sober 
dignity,  bearing  every  evil  with  a  meek  and  quiet 
spirit.      Connected  in   the  marriage  state  with  men 
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of  high  respectability,  of  distinguished  talents, 
and  approved  virtue,  she  discharged  the  duties 
of  conjugal  love  with  that  amiable  sweetness  of  tem- 
per and  winning  condescension  of  manners  which  did 
honor  to  the  wife,  and  the  Cliiistian ;  to  the  one*  she 
was  the  joy  of  his  riper  years,  to  the  other  the  solace 
of  his  old  age,  and  to  both  the  soother  of  their  cares, 
the  partner  of  their  griefs,  and  the  sweetener  of  every 
domestic  scene  of  life.  For  many  years  the  professor 
and  the  follower  of  our  divine  Master,  ye  are  witnesses 
how  often  with  pleasure,  although  oppressed  with  in- 
firmities, she  here  sought  the  Lord,  and  delighted  to 
"partake  of  that  holy  festival,  which  is  sacred  to  his 
precious  memory.  Under  her  sufferings,  she  often 
spake  with  lively  affection  of  her  Redeemer  and  his 
love.  In  him  she  laid  the  ground  of  all  her  hopes  of 
pardon  and  eternal  life.  Firmly  was  she  persuaded  that 
he  was  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost  all  who  come  un- 
to God  through  him,  as  he  ever  liveth  to  make  con- 
tinual intercession  for  them. 

It  has  pleased  the  sovereign  Disposer  of  all  things 
to  relieve  her  at  length  of  her  trials  and  her  sufferings, 
and  to  grant  her  a  gentle  passage  through  the  dark 
valley  of  the  shadow  of  death.  For  this  she  earnestly 
prayed,  and  besought  the  intercession  of  her  fi'iends. 
She  now  resteth  from  her  labors,  and  her  works  will 
follow  her ;  we  trust,  has  fallen  asleep  in  Jesus,  in  the 
humble  hope  that  God  will  bring  her  v/ith  him  at  his  ♦ 
second  coming  to  the  enjoyment  of  bis  eternal  glory. 

*  The  Hon.EDWARB  Bacon,  Esquire,  of  Barestable. 
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Let  mourning  friends  find  comfort  in  tliese  reflectionsj 
while  the  veil  of  affliction  is  drawn  around  them  ex- 
cluding earthly  joys  ;  and  may  they  be  followers  of 
her,  even  as  she  was  of  Jesus  Christ.  This  is  the 
best  tribute  of  respect  they  can  pay  her  memory. 

JBeloi^ed  Brethren  of  this  bereaved  Church, 

We  are  called  this  day  to  pay  our  last  respects  to 
the  memory  of  *two  of  our  members,  dear  to  the 
Christian's  heart.  No  more  shall  we  see  their  friend- 
ly countenances,  nor  enjoy  that  sweet  intercourse  of 
souls,  which  Christians  only  know,  at  the  table  of  their 
Lord.  Their  relation  to  the  church-militant  has  ceas- 
ed, to  join,  we  trust,  the  church-triumphant,  where  the 
Lamb  shall  feed  his  heavenly  flock  with  the  bread  of 
life,  and  lead  them  to  fountains  of  living  waters,  and 
God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes.  While 
in  the  former  instance  we  are  taught  that  human  life,  in 
any  stage,  is  uncertain,  may  our  younger  brethren  learn, 
that  however  precious  their  present  privileges  and  en- 
joyments, they  are  of  short  continuance.  Having  pro- 
fessed the  name  of  Christ,  may  they  be  careful  to  de- 
part from  all  iniquity,  and  by  the  sincerity  of  their  faidi, 
the  purity  of  their  affections,  the  fervency  of  their  zeal 
and  the  brilliancy  of  dieir  exaniple,  ^dorn  the  doctrine 
pf  God  our  Saviour.  Thus  may  they  be  prepared  for 
the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man,  and  find  at  the  close, 
the  day  of  their  death  to  be  better  than  the  day  of  their 
birth.  My  aged  brethren  will  here  contemplate 
themselves  as  standing  on  the  borders  of  eternity.     In 

*  Mrs.  Rebecca  Lewis,  wife  of  Thacher  Lewis,  who  died,  Septe^-  >, 

ber  2,  aged  29  yews. 
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the  retrospect  of  life,  may  they  find  they  have  been 
**  sober,  gi'ave,  temperate,  sound  in  faith  and  charity.'^ 
In  patience  may  they'^now  possess  their  souls,  and  in 
the  contemplation  of  futurity,  may  they  be  able  to  say 
with  the  apostle,  "  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered,  and 
the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand.  I  have  fought  a 
good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the 
faith.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of 
righteousness,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  judge, 
shall  give  me  at  that  day."  May  the  hoary  head  be 
found  in  the  way  of  righteousness,  that  it  may  be  a 
crown  of  glory,  and  go  dov^-  to  the  grave  in  peace. 

While  our  little  floek  is  thus  thinned  of  its  num-^ 
bers,  may  the  God  of  grace  supply  the  breaches  he 
has  made,  and  enable  others,  like  those  who  have 
gone  before  us,  to  walk  worthy  of  him  who  hath  call- 
ed them  to  his  kingdom  and  glory.  And  may  these 
mournful  events  of  Providence  be  a  warning  voice  to 
all  of  us,  saying,  '"''  Be  ye  also  ready. '^'^     Amen, 


